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Vasso Kalamaras, centre, with director Boris Radmilovich and The Bread Trap cast members Vivienne Garrett and Marts Kaczmarek.

Stubbed out lives

FORTY vears ago the now  forgoblen
Wanjimuap tobacco indusiry collapsed when
the major cigaretie manafactorers looked
overseas for cheaper leal,

It was an early cxnmgic of globalization
bt it left a feeling of dizappointovent and
bitterness among the 230 or so Gamilies that
relicd on the industry for their livelihood.

Theare wat no government compensation
or protection and no hand-outs o help the
workers move on to other industries.

Among those displaced by the sconomic
crisis wis Vasso Kalamaras and her hus-
band Leon, who had besn part of an
extended Greek family that had worked the
tobaceo farms of Manjimup since the 19305,

Kalamaras had spent the first 10 vears of
misrriage gt Mamimep from the early 50g,
working hard among the migrant Gamilies
that made up this sector of the South-West
community.

She was so embittered by what was seen
ag the betrayal of the farmers by the tobacco
industry that she sat dewn and wrote her
play, The Breed Trap.

The backdrop was the collapse of tobacco
but Kalamaras — who had always been in
enthosiastic writer while growing up o
Athens — was determined to write 8 play
about the survival, resilience and the zense
of community that emerges from  the
migrant expericnes.

In wreating her characiers she was
expressing the hopes and fears of migram
famdlies who had come 0 a new couniry to
re-establish their lives

Kalamaras originally wrote The Hread

Trap m Greek and it was we be 20 years
hefore 3t was performed, That opportunity
came during 8 Greek theatre festival in
Melbourne m 1981 whan the play won flst
prize.

Another 20 vears have passed — and The
Bread Trap finally comes to the Playvhouse
Theatre trom July 1} in an English version
produced by a gmup of WA aciors in
associanon with Black Swan.

Kalamaraz has become an award-winning
writer since those early days in Manjimup,
bat she is clearly excited that her play will at
lazt be seen by Perth audiences.

Meither has it undergone much revision
sinee 10 was first writlen, and tUme seems to
have hardly softened her own sense of
betrayal at what happened to the Manjimup
tohaceo Tamilies, who incloded [alians,
Yugoslavas and other ethnic groups as well
ag the Greeks,

=1 wrote it 10 anger because [ wanted 1o
53y how badly 1 felt ahout the experiences of
that period,” ghe save

“Ewvervone Telt depressed and humiliated
when the tobacco company Rothmins
refused to buy any of owr -::rc-i.; she savs,

“They had decided it could be bouwghe
more cheaply from REhodesia, or by setting
up tobacco farme on the eastern coast of
Australa.™

There was g further humiliotion For the
tobacco farmers when they had to bear the
axpense of having thar unsold creps burnt
under the eyes of customs officials in Perth,

Kalamarag savs the tifde The Bread Trap
i symbolic of workers who come tooa new

countey 10 put bread on the plate for thedr
children,

But when their dreame are shattered they
feal trapped — they can mo longer go back 1o
their own country and their future in the
new country is uncertain.

In Kalamaras' case the family moved 1o
Perth where her husband treined as an art
teacher and spent the npext 30 years as a
lecturer in sculpiure at the Claremont
School of At Vasso continued her own
carger a5 8 writer while teaching modern
Gresk at Porth TAFE.

Her plays, prose and poems have besn
published in Greece and Auvstraliz and in
1990 her Fremantle Arts Centre Press
collection of stories, The Same Light, won
the WA Premier's Award for fiction.

The Bread Trap 15 being directed by
Balkan actor-director Boriz Raedmilovich,
who says the pl has a wonderful
Chekhovan Teal for the sense of change and
the dynamics of family relationships.

“There i the richoess of  family
experience and the sense of prade that
comes frem never willing to accept defeat;
in that sense it is very like Chekhow"

The Bread Trap features Vivienne
Giarrett and  Polish-born actor  Marta
Kaczmarek as farming neighbours, with
Georpe Shevizov, Travis Cotfon, Dawn
Yutes and Mick Yaksich,

It rums from July 13
Playhonse Theatre
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